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The Barrier is one of London's most striking anthdais landmarks, with its distinctive
stainless steel piers, it spans 520 metres aches3hames near Woolwich. It has 10 steel
gates that can be raised into a position acrossithe Thames if a tidal surge is predicted,
and it became operational in 1982. When raisednthi® gates stand as high as a five storey
building and as wide as the opening of Tower Bridgach main gate weigh 3,700 tons.
Unusually, one of the gates was closed for maimesmawhich enabled us to see what it
looks like. The Thames Barrier is one of the largeeveable flood barriers in the world. It
protects 125 square kilometres of central Londdns includes 1.25 million people, historic
buildings, including the Houses of Parliament, a#f, power supplies, tube lines and
hospitals to name just a few.



The Environment Agency maintains the Barrier, all a® the other flood defences of the
capital, which include flood gates, i.e the BarkiBgrrier, and raised river banks. The
planning of flood risk management in the Thamesi&stis looking 100 years ahead.

Over £80 billion worth of property lies within thEhames tidal flood plain, the majority of
which is in London itself. This property is protedtto a high standard, and London and the
Thames Estuary currently have one of the best tidince systems in the world, which will
provide a high standard of protection to well bey@®30. However, the effects of climate
change present an unwelcome picture for the flaskl of future generations. Planning for
"flood risk management” in the Thames Estuary isrdtmtive by Anglian, Southern and
Thames regions of the Environment Agency, to dgvalstrategy for flood risk management
in the Estuary for the next 100 years. One of thdiss will examine London's vulnerability
to storm surge today and in the future, and develaijons to ensure the sustainability of
London in the face of this increasing threat.

Take a boat trip on the River Thames between Greewich,
The Thames Barrier and back to Greenwich with Thames
River Services

= —

THAMES RIVER SERVICES

Greenwich - Thames Barrier - Greenwich

Single Return RiverCard
CHILD £4.25

FAMILY

ADULT £8.50

Greenwich to Thames Barrier

11.30

12.30

13.30

14.30

15.30



